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Introduction
The European Union was founded on 25 March 1957, making it more than 60 years old. However, the Hanseatic League,

also called Hanse, is much older, dating back to the Middle Ages. It started as a trade alliance between three different

points of Europe, and it was very important. It came from a merchant league “from England to Germany into the Baltic sea

and beyond”.



Introduction 2

The Hanseatic League was a 
confederation of commercial cities and 
merchants in northern Europe during the 
Middle Ages. It was founded in the 12th 
century and existed until the 17th century. 
The Hanseatic League had a significant 
impact on trade and politics in the region 
during its existence.



Origins and Expansion
The Hanseatic League originated in the city of 
Lübeck on the Baltic Sea coast. The city became an 
important trading center in the region, and in the 
12th century, the commercial cities in the area 
began forming alliances to protect their commercial 
interests. The Hanseatic League expanded rapidly 
and came to include cities such as Hamburg, 
Bremen, and Rostock, as well as cities in 
neighboring countries such as Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Poland, and Russia.



Economy and Trade
Trade was the primary driver of the 
Hanseatic League. The League 
focused on the trade of products such 
as wool, iron, wood, and fish, and 
established a series of trade routes 
that extended from the Baltic Sea to 
the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. 
The League also established a series 
of commercial monopolies in certain 
regions and products.



Decline and Legacy
As the Middle Ages came to an end, the Hanseatic 
League began to decline. Competition from other 
commercial powers such as England and the 
Netherlands, as well as the growing centralization of 
nation-states, weakened the League's position. 
Eventually, the League dissolved in the 17th 
century. Despite its end, the Hanseatic League left a 
lasting legacy in the history of trade and politics in 
Europe, and many cities that were part of the 
League remain important commercial and cultural 
centers to this day.



What did they trade?

Here we have what did trade each territory.



Relationship with EU
It was known for trading very actively with the EU, having a trade alliance.

Blue: Hanse.

Light blue: EU.



It’s relation with the NATO
Very different purpose.

Blue: NATO

Red: Hanse

Purple: both

Nato is military Hanse isn’t. Not much relation.


